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Environmental Licence Guide – Flemish government

1. The concept of the red tape reduction initiative?
The Environmental Licence Guide was launched online at the end of 2005.

It is available to every entrepreneur in Flanders who plans to make an investment. To the unfamiliar entrepreneur it constitutes a simple and fast source of information about the environmental licence application or compulsory preliminary notification in case of investment plans. 

Practically speaking the entrepreneur is guided through the legislation relating to environmental licences with special attention to those important aspects which the entrepreneur must know or allow for in advance.

In a first step the entrepreneur selects his sector of activity. In step two the Guide asks specific questions relating to the environmental problems in the chosen sector. Step three is as follows: on the basis of the answers to these questions the entrepreneur is given a survey of those environmental categories requiring an application, complemented with information on their inherent environmental obligations. In the fourth and last step the entrepreneur receives the appropriate forms in order to submit the actual environmental licence application or notification to the competent authority.

If the extent of the new activity is not entirely clear yet the entrepreneur can perform various simulations, after which he may choose the best option.

2. The impact of the initiative for an individual enterprise? 

The entrepreneur has easy access to information about legislation on environmental licences with special attention to those important aspects which the entrepreneur must know and/or allow for in advance.

The entrepreneur is given a survey of those environmental categories requiring an application, complemented with information on their inherent environmental obligations. He also receives the appropriate forms in order to submit the actual environmental licence application or notification to the competent authority.

The administrative burden reduction resulting from the Environmental Licence Guide was measured by means of the Flemish measuring tool which is based on the Standard Cost Model. The measured administrative burden reduction amounts to 2,352,590 Euro, i.e. 1,070,217 Euro worth of administrative burden reduction for starting entrepreneurs and 1,282,373 Euro worth of cost savings for the first-line advisory bodies. About 95% of this amount results from time savings and 5% from out-of-pocket cost reduction. 

3. The way to apply the initiative?
1) Making an inventory of environmental categories and their inherent environmental obligations

2) Making an inventory of forms needed to submit the actual environmental licence application or notification

3) Making information available online
