 The SCM Red Tape Reduction Award Nomination template
One-off parcel registration for farmers – Flemish government

1. The concept of the red tape reduction initiative?
Since January 2007 farmers have less forms to complete and they are subject to one-off parcel registration and unique company identification. This is made possible by the project on one-off parcel registration and identification. Under the old manure legislation most farmers were obliged to identify themselves to the “Manure bank” and to register their parcels yearly. Farmers who applied for direct income aid, who wished to activate payment entitlements or who were subject to quotas additionally had to identify themselves to the “Agency for Agriculture and Fisheries” as well as register their parcels yearly with that agency.

1) Simplified identification
Identification procedures have undergone significant simplification. From now on companies are uniquely identified and information is shared between the “Agency for Agriculture and Fisheries” and the “Manure bank”. This allows the farmer to have his data registered only once. With the help of modern e-government techniques the “Agency for Agriculture and Fisheries” will in future make direct use of the data from the State Register and the “one stop shop for entrepreneurs”. This should lead to a 70 % reduction in the amount of data exchange. The “Manure bank” and the “Agency for Agriculture and Fisheries” will use the same data and the same numbers. To this end the current numbers (production unit, establishment, manure bank number, relation and producer) will be replaced by three new ones (operation, operator and farmer). 

2) Simplified farming parcel registration
The “Manure bank” will no longer register farming parcels (including stables and buildings). In future, registration will be done exclusively through the collection request. The “Agency for Agriculture and Fisheries” and the ”Manure bank” have therefore adapted the collection request form in a way that allows all information needed by the ”Manure bank” to be included as well in this form. As soon as this common collection request is submitted the “Agency for Agriculture and Fisheries” transfers all relevant data to the “Manure bank”. From then on the “Manure bank” and the “Agency for Agriculture and Fisheries” are working with unique farming parcels to calculate fertilising rights, conclude management agreements, grant single farm payments, etc. 

2. The impact of the initiative for an individual enterprise? 

The one-off parcel registration simplifies things significantly for farmers:

· in future, farms are uniquely identified,

· there are less forms,
· double declaration of data no longer exists,

· parcels are unique,
· only one user per parcel is known at any particular moment in time.

The one-off parcel registration saves the farmer an enormous amount of time!

The administrative burden reduction was measured by means of the Flemish measuring tool which is based on the Standard Cost Model and amounts to 3,599,800 Euro per year or 95 Euro per farmer per year.
3. The way to apply the initiative?
Development of common definitions

Harmonisation of information databases in order to facilitate information exchange between the “Manure bank” and the “Agency for Agriculture and Fisheries”

Elimination of unnecessary forms

Assignment of unique companies and unique parcels

