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1. The concept of the red tape reduction initiative?
According to the Statistical Law, the Central Statistical Office of Poland (CSO) prepares Annual Programme of Statistical Surveys of Official Statistics. This programme covers the statistical work of the CSO, of the Ministries, of the Central Bank (NBP) and other bodies entitled to conduct statistical surveys. This document covers all statistical domains and requires compulsory responses in business surveys and voluntary responses in household and personal surveys. The Council of Ministers ensures that the programme includes surveys that are relevant for observation of social and economic processes. 

The programme is approved by the Council of Ministers and the appropriate regulation is enacted each year.
The CSO has undertaken some actions to reduce administrative burden connected with fulfilment of the obligations included in Annual Programme of Statistical Surveys of Official Statistics. In the number of undertaken actions we should mention especially:
· decreasing the frequency of statistical surveys in domains which do not change frequently (for example surveys carried out not in each year),

· use of administrative data versus survey data. Some data are collected from the public bodies instead of enterprises. For example in 2007 - CSO gathers data on education from Information Educational System carried out by the Ministry of National Education instead of data from 11 statistical reports previously collected directly from educational units (schools). Moreover, almost all data concerning the insurance companies the CSO collects from Polish Financial Supervision Authority,
· use of sample surveys (especially concerning small businesses) instead of surveys which cover all the businesses,
· methodological work concerning methods of estimations of some phenomena instead of survey data,

· implementation of the new IT technologies for collecting data from enterprises for some statistical reports. At present 7 statistical forms are collected through internet on intelligent forms. They are: DG-1(with DG-1t, annex to DG-1), P-02, C-01, C-01b, KT-1, Z-03, Z-05. These reports are specially prepared. They are so called “intelligent forms” and allow enterprises fulfil data in an easier way. We plan to implement the reporting portal in this year.
· priority-setting in the statistical domains. These actions are undertaken in the annual planning process and during preparation of the annual statistical programme of the public statistics. In this way we avoid to collect data which are not so necessary for users and do not create additional burden for respondents,
2. The impact of the initiative for an individual enterprise?
These above mentioned actions may not be very innovative and brand new but implementing them in the package and consequently using them gradually lead to saving time and money of the enterprises connected with the fulfilment of the statistical reports. The main initiatives, presented at the point 1, which were undertaken by the CSO in the previous years, this year and shall be carried out in the future, consequently lead to reduce significant burden of enterprises and other respondents (time, money) connected with the fulfilment of the statistical forms. Using “intelligent forms” makes fulfilment of the statistical forms easier and interesting. When the CSO uses administrative sources of data or when data are estimated the burden is considered as null. Sample surveys cover only randomly selected respondents (also enterprises). So these kind of surveys fundamentally decrease statistical burden.

3. The way to apply the initiative (a short description of how the initiative has been applied)?
As mentioned above, initiatives undertaken by the CSO are applied to respondents who are obliged to fulfil the statistical reports. Suitable obligations contains Annual Programme of Statistical Surveys of Official Statistics.

